1705 North Yair Oaks Ave. 
Pasadene., California. 
February 26, I922. 


Carl Piseher, 
Cooper Equere, 
New York, i. q, 


Gentlemen: 3 


On my first trip to the Pacific Coast some years ego I had the 
Si fortune to meet and bacome well eoqueintes with Mr. Charles Be 
Tomas of Los Angeles, one of our foremost American suthors and ethe- 
nologists, as you mov, for many yoars publisher and editor of "Out 


vast Mapezine, and who has done more than Cay other one man for the 
. 4 . 43 d. 7 2 4-8 ~ y Pi + 
preservation of the treditions, knowledge and poetic lero of the 


Spanish Southwest of North Reuss ~ to gay nothing of his work south 
of the Isthmus. 


I became associated with My. Lummis in his work of collecting and 
recording over seven hundrec and fifty Spanish end Mexican folksongs 
of the Southwest, with complete words and TARBLC » which perhaps stands as 
the greatest single echievement in the preservation of the poetic 
anti picturescue contribution of the Spanish evoch in the founding and 


develepment of this country. 
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organized, and for 2 year and a helf conducted the Senta Bar- 


bara Eke ure: These same Spanish songs {for which I wrote 
accompaniments) which I tevght the people by rate, as they are un- 


published, became ane of our most enjoyed and important features of 
the chorus, end 2 source of unfailing delight to the thousands who 
attended our Sunday "sings" &t the Pleza del lar. 


I was constantly besought by mombers of the chorus and those 
who heard the songs, “who wanted to have them 4n published form, end 
I as constantly promised them they should have them. 


There is nothing theoretical, you see, about the value of these 
songs; they have proved themselves in ¢ae- tost - the continued singing 
of the people - and have only grown greater in favor the more they have 
been sung. They are verily the true old mane of folksong, rich in 
beauty, humor, wit, pathos. ~ 


Mr. Iummis and I now wish to put out a book of these songs, and 
to that end have put into final perfected form fourteen of them se- 
lected from among the very best. ‘ir. Lummis has given them trensletions 
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that preserve remurkably their poetry, wit and quaint idioma. I have 
made the accompaniments. This should make a book of some thirty five 


PLLESe 


I am writing to you because I om at present unattached in my 
publishing arrengemen ts, end hove heard from several sources lately 
of your progressive attitude. (And of course Imew your plece famil~ 
javly during my three years 2s Director of the lmsic Sehcol Settle- 
mont») Before sending you the manuscripts I would like to Imow 
whether you would be interested, in a general way, in such & prep~ 
osition. 


I can 2ssure you beyond 2 shadow of a doubt thet this book will 
become © staple in the zreat Amarican Southwest, pote I have not the 
siightest doubt, myse el, shat it will become 8 nati mal staple. 


you are interested in considering the matter further, I would 
r idea es to whether this book should be published 
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$ everything considered, and most profitable, to 
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ossible considering that it would be a copyrighted 


work, and let the other idea of = very cheap edition wait upon a 
farther demand which will depend vpon the growth of the community 


chorus movrenante 


T think it very desirable that there showlad be an sttrective 
sketchy cover designed by some artist hee who is | oe with 
the true facts about this Spenish materiel; I think that @mong ‘ire 
tuamists ortist friends will be ono whe will provide such & designe 


Will you plesse let me noe, if you are interested in the 
publication of this book. The manuscript has not yet been shown to 
eny publisher. 

Sincerely yours, 


fas — AE. ar tk 


